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Dr Richard Horton
The Lancet
32 Jamestown Road
London I{W1 7BY

Dear Sir

We have been consulted by our client, Dr Andrew Wakefieid, with regard to the
statement which you issued on z0 Februar! which, together with lnterviews you
have given, has received widespread rnedia ettentiono €s wes only to be
expected,

Our client, as yor.i wiil know, entirely nejects you!' gseert[on that his rryork for the
i-ega| Ald Board gave rise to a conflict of interest in relstisn to the papep
published ln the Lancet in Febru ery 1998, let alone that it left our client's m/onk"fatally flawed'n as you have alleged. This, however, !s a nretter nrhich our elient
ccnsiders nnay best be reeolved through a GnnC enquiry, whieh has been
proposed and which our c l ient weicomes,

There can, however, be no dispute concerning orrr cl ient's good faith, 
'1-he 

plain
implication of the statements you have made !e that our si ient, for nesrly six
years, withheid not only frorn the Lancet but eieo his corfeacue* the far+ th*t he
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you Know, ts not true. Tnere was no secret and our ciient rnade no Becret of his
work for the Legal Aid 8oard. Indeed, the letter from oun client published in the
Lancet on 2 fu1ay t 998 makes crystal clear not only that the fact that our client
was engaged in other research was publicly available on the lnternet but slso thal
the very issue of an alleged conflict was ralsed and refuted by our client at the
time, in a letter which. as Editor, yol,, i  were responsible for passlng for publication
in the Lancet" lt is in these circumsiances a rnatter of giawe concerrl, that, six
yearB after al! the relevant faets were within your knowledge, yor.1 ehoose nct only
io disnriss fiLir ciient's worK but also to cast doubt on his honesty.

The purpose sf this ietter, wnilsi reserving al! our cl ient's legal rights, is to invite
you io agree oromptly to publish a full apology to our cl ient, in a fornr, rnanner
atrd terms to be epproved by him" We irusi we shall hear from you within seven
days.
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