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re :  Mr  Br ian  B la tch 's  response to  the  proposed Appea l  by
Mr A J Wakef ie ld and Professor R Pounder

Having read and re-read Br ian Blatch's response to our proposed appeal ,  I  feel  that

I  must  respond.  ldo  th is  no t  in  o rder  to  redress  the  ind ic tment  o f  me persona l ly ,

s ince I  must take ful l  responsibi l i ty  for  th is venture,  but  because the let ter  mani{ests an

apparent ly much deeper r i f t  which may ref lect  the Medical  School 's at t i tude to rny

work,  and to me personal ly,  and therefore any future that  we might have together.

I  should say at  the outset that  the documents presented to Br ian were no rnore than

a proposal ,  and should have interpreted as such. The word "proposal  is  used in nry

let ter  to Br ian and indeed, in his response to me. The fact  that  Robert  Sawyerr had

signed the contract  is  of  no consequence in legal  terms. Mr Sawyerr has conf i rmed

this and has apologised i f  any enthusiasm to act  on our behal f  has been interpreted

incorrect ly.  In addi t ion,  I  have taken independent legal  advice on the document to

ensure that i t  does not,  in any way, represent any form of contractual  obl igat ion on the

par l  of  the Medical  School .

I t  should be said that  there are certain aspects that  Br ian Blatch highl lghts in his let ter

which are entirely justif ied . The lnflammatory Bowel Disease Study Group rs not

recognised by the Medicai  School ,  and as such the t i t le of  Director is ent i re ly spur ious.

t t  is  per l raps i ronic that ,  whi le the Group is not recognised within the School '  i t  is

recognised internat ional ly as one of  the . foremost research teams in the f ie ld

However,  for lhwith,  i f  i t  is  the wish of  the School  Counci l ,  these t i t les wi l l  be deleted

from any papers,  abstracts,  communicat ions or let ters sent by me or by the Group'

I  hope th is  has  no t  caused the  Schoo l  any  undue embar rassment  o r  compromised the
t . . .
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School in any way. Secondly,  Br ian Blatch refers to the proposed Professorship for  the
Director of  the Group -  namely me. This suggest ion,  which was countenanced by nre
in the or ig inal  proposal  f rom Sawyerr Edwards and But ler ,  represents a c lear excess
on my part ,  for  whrch I  apologise.  Br ian's concerns over the target of  t24 mi l l ion,
confuses an internat ional  issue with what is essent ia l ly  a local  one. Most of  the money
would have been sought f rom US trust  funds, and any conf l ic t  wi th current fundratstng
act iv i t ies would have been addressed as the proposal '  developed.

In consider ing the future of  my research programme, several  points come to mtnd.
I  or ig inated this work pr ior  to my arr ival  at  the Royal  Free Medical  School .  the ideas
were conceived in Canada in 1987, The ideas were develooed at  the Royal  Free with
the enthusiast ic help and support  of  Roy Pounder,  a valued col league and personal
f r lend, wi thout whom I  would probably have returned to Canada to fur ther these
studies.  You and other indiv iduals wrthin the School  have also been supportrve and
this let ter  is  not in anyway intended as a cr i t ic ism of that  support .  Subsequent ly,  the
work has been successful ,  i f  somewhat controversial .  Funding has been di f f icul t  to
obtain,  despi te a large volume of  publ icat ions over the last  4 years.  This has
necessi tated considerable personal  f inancial  commitment in order to sustain the
programme.

Faced with th is di f f icul ty,  as I  indicated to you ear ly on, i t  is  my intent ion to t ry and
generate research funding through biotechnology, and whi le I  consider th is both a
reasonable and plausible in i t iat ive,  the School  and in part icular Br ian Blatch have not
al together approved of  th is part icular approach, You may remember that  in an at ter 'npt
to raise money from City f inanciers for  Endogen's act iv i t ies I  was asked to raise some

funding for Medical  School  bui ld ing.  f300,000 was on of fer  f rom the f inanciers,  and

al though Endogen's research act iv i t ies had produced a range of  ant ibodtes,  none of
these had been character ised and were therefore,  in their  current state,  of  no value.

Despi te th is,  I  persuaded Endogen's Directors to make a payment of  f i00,000 to the
Snhnnl nl r rs a ncrnontane nf  Fnr^lnnen such that there would be cont inued interest  and
u u l  l u v l  P r u J  u  v v l  v u l  l L u v v  v r

returns for  the School  rn the venture.  Freemedic plc intsead requested e 150,000, 407"

overheacjs,  Sc/o of  the company anci  retent ion of  a l i  intel iectual  propefty on any

ant ibodies oroduced in the future -  the sole interest  of  the investors.  This request

meant that it would have been immoral to have accepted the otfer fror^n the financiers

since the work could not have been performed. We therefore had no choice but to

decl ine the of fer  and put the project  on hold.  A great deal  of  t ime and ef for t ,  and
enormous porent ia l  may have been wasted. Despi te th is,  I  st i l l  feel  that  the biotech

approach, handleci  proper ly and sensi t ively,  is  a very valuable one.

The current in i t iat ive to ralse funding for a new lnf lammatory Bowel Disease Centre has

met wi th s imi lar  problems. What was a genuine and enthusiast ic at ternpt to promote

the interests of  the School ,  as wel l  as providing a real  opportuni ty to fur ther the

interests of  a group of  pat ients suf ferrng from a part icular ly unpleasant disease, has
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been snubbed.  The manner  in  wh ich  th is  was done was,  I  be l ieve ,  a  h igh-hande6
overreact ion that was designecl  to embarrass me as much as possible.  l f  there is a
pro toco l  fo r  th is  fo rm o f  p roposa l ,  then lwas  no t  aware  o f  i t ,  fo r  wh ich  I  apo loq ise .

Al l  documents relat ing to the proposal  were put before Br ian Blatch pr ior  to any

commitments or undertakings by Roy Pounder or me

Our work remains extremely controversial  but  there is a growing number vvho now

bel ieve i t .  l lowever,  my obl igat ion is not to those who do not bel ieve i t .  At  the r lsk

of soundrng pious, my oveir id ing obl igat ion is to those people who suffer f rorn

inf lammatory bowel disease. Unfortunately,  th is may represent a conf l ic t  of  tnterests

tha t the  Schoo l  f inds  unacceptab le .  However ,  lam sure  tha t the  imp l ica t ions  o f  our

data are not lost  on you. From the study, due to be publ ished in the Lancet,  1 in 10O

pat ients at  the age of  45 are l ikely to suf fer  f rom inf lammatory bowel disease. We are

current ly studying a 1970 longi tudinal  b i r th cohor l ,  the data f rom which is even more

alarming. t t  is  ant ic ipated that by the age of  45,  1 in 50 of  those vaccinated chi ldren

wi l l  devJlop inf lammatory bowel disease. I  have nei ther the t ime nor the incl inat ion to

f ight  personal  batt les wi th indiv iduals who have no percept ion of  these medtcal

pioblems within an inst i tut ion that has otherwise been extremely suppor l ive '

Last month,  I  gave an invi ted lecture at  an NIH consensus meet ing in South Carol ina-

There.  the representat ive f rom NIH lndicated that for  the year 1995/96 they wi l l  be

providing g12 mi l l ion for  inf lammatory bowel disease research. The Medical  Research

Counci l ,  for  the year 1995/96, has al located nothing. Cer larnly,  in th is f ie ld '  th is

nnrrnrrv 2nnears to be condemned to mediocr i ty unless indiv iduals are prepared to
v v u r  r L l

take r isks,  provide creat ive leadership and discard fa i led conventton

Yours
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A J  WAKEF|ELD FRCS
SENIOR LECTURER IN  I ' I ISTOPATHOLOGY &  MEDICINE
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